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Whenever the present Council or their close followers want a smokescreen for what they’re doing, they bring up some past “outrage” by a previous Council.  I’d like to put some of these “outrages” in context.





The auto mall is frequently used as an example of misuse of public funds.  An Old Council negotiated with two major auto dealers to persuade them to build the auto mall in Petaluma rather then Novato. The negotiation included purchasing the land with redevelopment funds and selling it to them at less than it cost the redevelopment agency (a normal redevelopment practice).  The waiving of the city’s portion of sales tax for several years was also part of the negotiations.





As the result of this negotiation, Petaluma now has a continuing stream of sales tax from these dealers to the tune of hundreds of thousands of dollars a year. While still bashing past councils for this action, the New Majority doesn’t have any problem spending this revenue without even a “thank you” to the Old Council for making it possible.





 It might also be noted that the “giant size” sign that was criticized when there were only two auto dealerships is still the only sign now, even though there are seven or eight auto dealerships in operation. Please note also the absence of pendants, balloons and giant window signs.  Those blights were also traded off for the one large sign.





It might be noted that there are tentative plans by the present council to do just this same thing to encourage reconstruction of the Golden Eagle shopping center as a part of a downtown revitalization, but without any guaranteed increase in tax revenue.





An Old Council, through the redevelopment agency, created the Marina.  As part of that action, the property developers at the Marina were required to preserve a section on the water for at least a 125 room hotel. The purpose of the requirement for a hotel was to generate an occupancy tax equal to 10% of room charges.  Part of these taxes were to pay Marina expenses.





Due to a nationwide, and an especially severe statewide, recession in the early 90’s, the hotel construction had to be put off until now.  When completed this single hotel will provide the city with $500,000 a year in occupancy taxes plus property and sales taxes.  More than enough to pay back the redevelopment agency for its expenses over the last several years.  The New Majority probably will also spend this money with no thanks to past councils who set this up.





It should be noted that in both the above instances only Redevelopment Funds were used.  These funds cannot be used for normal city expenses.  No general tax revenue was used for either project.





In the mid 80’s the city was being pressed to find more open space for youth sports playing fields.  It was determined that about 100 acres would be needed for sufficient fields.  One of the prime sites looked at was the area between the freeway and Petaluma Blvd. North, south of Corona.  Just the area the New Majority doesn’t want developed as part of the Rainier construction.





At that time the council couldn’t gain enough community support for the funding needed to purchase the land.  The area was allowed to stay in the General Plan as a developable site because the city couldn’t purchase it. As for the sports fields, the City ended up with a combination purchase/tax gift of 100 acres across from the airport.  Unfortunately, the present council allowed most of the 100 acres to be used for a new golf course without any provision for equivalent youth playing fields in the general area.     


  


I hope these explanations will allow you to understand that past councils weren’t wild and crazy, developer oriented bodies with no concern for the public as some of the present councilmembers make them out to be. 


